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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides an appara- 
tus and method for switching between particular decoders 
within a plurality of decoders, each decoder adapted to de- 
code bit streams having a unique format. The apparatus 
comprises format detectors which output format indica- 
tors based on information from the bit stream. Logic re- 
sponsive to the format detector output may determine a 
particular decoder among the plurality of decoders. The 
particular decoder determined by the logic decodes the 
formatted bit stream. At least one switch, responsive to 
the determination of the logic, connects the formatted bit 
stream to the particular decoder. The format detectors de- 
tect at least one of the frame information, or start code, 
the packet header information, and the code word values 
in a portion of a coded content of the bit stream, wherein 
the code word values, derivatives thereof, or a pattern of 
code word values, are unique to the bit stream format. 
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